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Published by News & Information Services
Engineering students aid special needs students 
A unique back-to-school tool designed 
and developed by a team of Grand 
Valley engineering students will 
help special needs students at Kent 
Intermediate School District this year. 
Two kindergarten students demonstrated 
how to use the new, transparent tool, which 
attaches to walkers, allowing students to 
move around more easily. The demonstration 
was held August 29 at the KISD building 
on Knapp Street in Grand Rapids.
KISD physical therapist Michelle Gallery 
approached engineering professor John 
Farris last October with a need to ease 
mobility for students using walkers. “My 
students use an iPad and it’s difficult for 
students to hold it while maneuvering their 
walker, so I thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be great 
to have an extra set of hands?’” she said.
The project started in Grand Valley’s Design, 
Optimization, Evaluation and Redesign (DOER) 
Center — a consulting clearing house for the 
School of Engineering that matches clients 
with faculty and students — then transitioned 
to groups of senior students studying product 
design and manufacturing engineering. 
Throughout the year, Farris and 
students met with Gallery and her 
students to test the product and 
make modifications as needed.  
The tray is designed to be 
multifunctional, explained Farris. 
“The tray aids students with 
mobility, communication and 
socialization through carrying 
items such as iPads, lunch 
trays and books,” he said.  
After seeing positive reactions 
and feedback from her students 
and their parents, Gallery and 
others at KISD requested more 
trays and plan to collaborate 
with Grand Valley on a similar 
project for wheelchairs in the 
future. Farris said he and his team 
are determining the best way 
to produce more commercially.
“The physical therapists at KISD were great 
because they were quick to give feedback and 
suggestions,” said Farris. “And our students 
enjoyed working with KISD because they got 
to help the community and experience working 
with people from a different discipline.” 
Padnos College of Engineering and Computing 
Dean Paul Plotkowski said: “We hope to 
see students benefit from the trays not just 
locally, but beyond. This is a wonderful 
partnership and we hope to continue it.” 
Across Campus
New carpool system 
set for faculty, staff
New on campus this fall, faculty and staff  
members can be matched with other 
commuters to share a ride to work. 
Carpooling partners can be found by searching 
the university’s Rapid website for other faculty 
and staff members who live close and have  
similar commute schedules. 
Sharing a ride or carpooling is a great 
way to save money and reduce traffic 
congestion. Statistics report that sharing 
rides with just one other person can 
reduce commuting costs by 50 percent.
To access the carpool finder visit www.gvsu.
edu/bus and click on “Share A Ride.”
Staff members join 
Project Blueprint
Staff members Quincy Williams and Tiesha 
Hogue-Shankin were looking to connect with 
other professionals of color in West Michigan 
so they enrolled in Project Blueprint. 
Project Blueprint is a Heart of West Michigan 
United Way leadership development 
program that aims to increase the number 
of professionals of color providing 
leadership in local health, government 
and human services organizations.
Williams, director of the Nonprofit Leadership 
Alliance and internship coordinator for 
the School of Public, Nonprofit and Health 
Administration, joined Project Blueprint 
this summer. “It was a great way to network 
with other professionals of color and to 
learn about the history of the area and the 
challenges we face in Grand Rapids and 
West Michigan,” he said. “Project Blueprint 
creates a pipeline of professionals who are 
dedicated to bringing diversity through 
philanthropy, service and board leadership 
to nonprofits in our community.” 
Hogue-Shankin, a paralegal for University 
Counsel, said she gained insight into how 
nonprofit boards operate and the roles 
of board officers. “We were placed with 
companies that matched our interests and 
were able to sit in on board meetings,” she 
said. “I visited Goodwill Industries and was 
impressed with how its board operates.”
Hogue-Shankin said she learned about the 
Photos by Amanda Pitts
John Farris, above, explains 
the tray made for students 
with special needs at the 
Kent ISD. At right Michelle 
Gallery, physical therapist, 
and Mia demonstrate it.
continues on page 2
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Omicron Delta Kappa National 
Leadership Honor Society 
awarded the Grand Valley 
chapter, or “circle,” with the 
Superior Circle Award. 
Circles qualify as a Superior 
Circle if they meet all standards 
and produce two or more 
campuswide leadership 
events throughout the year. 
This is the second year 
Grand Valley has received 
the Superior Circle Award.
Throughout 2011 the Grand 
Valley Circle is celebrating 
the 20th anniversary of 
its chartering. Members 
hosted a reunion dinner 
with current members and alumni in March 
as part of the university’s 50th anniversary 
celebration, and this fall the circle will honor 
20 “Faculty of Distinction” to commemorate 
the 20th anniversary and celebrate faculty/
student collaboration, leadership and service.
Circle members at Grand Valley assist with  
“I am Grand Valley” events, sponsor a 
leadership case study competition at the annual  
Leadership Summit, cosponsor the Student  
Networking Reception and support a variety  
of on-campus events.
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
Leadership honor society receives national award
need and importance for 
more people of color to 
serve on local boards. She 
said because of Project 
Blueprint, she plans to 
serve on a nonprofit board.
Williams called diversity 
a broad word. “It means 
more than ethnicity. It 
can include religion, 
socioeconomic status 
and education. These 
factors are important to consider for nonprofit boards,” he said.
Project Blueprint is a six-week program, in which participants 
meet to discuss communication skills, nonprofit organization 
and finances, and parliamentary procedures and fundraising. 
It recently won a leadership award from Business Leaders 
Linked to Encourage New Directions (BL2END).
Groundswell gets grant, new director
Grand Valley’s College of Education was awarded a $200,000 renewal 
grant for Groundswell, an initiative to help young people learn  
about the Great Lakes and local watershed systems and become  
active stewards of the environment.
Groundswell helps Michigan’s students and their teachers collaborate 
with local organizations to study and address important environmental 
issues in their communities, while they learn academic content 
and practice the skills of problem-solving and citizenship.
Mike Posthumus, a 2008 Grand Valley graduate who majored in 
biology and biomedical sciences, was named director of Groundswell. 
“My goal is to ensure Groundswell provides the support necessary 
to continue invigorating our entire community on a path toward 
improved watershed stewardship and ecological literacy,” he said.
The initiative is currently comprised of more than 35 businesses, 
government institutions, and community organizations partnering with 
12 local schools. Groundswell is funded by the Great Lakes Stewardship 
Initiative, the Wege Foundation, the Frey Foundation and the Baldwin 
Foundation. Additional support has been provided by Celebration! 
Cinemas and individual donors. Groundswell has also received in-kind 
support from more than 40 community partners and schools.
Current projects include:
• Forest Hills Eastern Middle School: Investigating campuswide 
stormwater runoff and instituting landscaping practices to  
lessen river contamination.
• New Branches School: Building a greenhouse to grow plants and 
study how fertilizers, pesticides and other substances for gardening 
affect both the plants and the water runoff from the gardens.
• East Rockford Middle School: Creating a building recycling  
program.
• Lowell High School: Exploring water and soil issues due to food  
production and population growth.
• City Middle School and the Sixth Grade Center for Economicology: 
Learning about runoff and the effects it has on the Grand River. 
Mapping nutrient runoff from the Huff Park neighborhood and 
educating residents about nutrient overload in the wetlands.
• The Potter’s House School: Investigating the degree of pollution  
and flooding in Plaster Creek while looking for appropriate and  
beneficial local responses to help the creek.
Hoophouse: platform for hands-on, 
sustainable agriculture education 
A ribbon cutting ceremony for the new addition to the 
Sustainable Agriculture Project (SAP) was held August 19. 
Community and campus members donated 200 hours in three days to 
build the hoophouse, which will extend the growing season into the 
continued from page 1
Tiesha Hogue-Shankin Quincy Williams
Members of Omicron Delta Kappa National Leadership Honor Society are 
pictured.
continues on page 4
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International faculty 
group hosts reception
International Faculty and Friends will host  
its fourth annual opening reception on  
Wednesday, September 7, from 4-6 p.m. in  
the Alumni House.
Lee Van Orsdel, dean of University Libraries, 
will give remarks; light hors’dourves, beer and 
wine will be served. No RSVPs are necessary.
The group was established to support 
international faculty members through social  
and networking events. All faculty and staff  
members are welcome.
Art Gallery opens 
campus exhibitions
Grand Valley kicks off the fall season with a  
fresh set of Art Gallery exhibitions in  
Allendale and Grand Rapids. 
“American Cuisine: New Paintings by Tim 
Fisher,” is on exhibit now through September 
23 in the Art Gallery, 1121 Performing Arts 
Center. The gallery’s hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 
and 10 a.m.-7 p.m. on Thursday. An opening 
reception with the artist will be held on 
Thursday, September 8, from 5-7 p.m.
In recent years Fisher has made paintings 
of food and people in a culturally diverse, 
working-class Grand Rapids neighborhood. 
The subject of each portrait is the primary or 
delegated household cook and the materials 
needed to prepare a dish that exemplifies their 
identity. The gender, presented cuisine, kitchen 
setting, various ingredients and presentation 
all signify actual or desired aspects of class, 
cultural background, aspects of assimilation, 
economic status and beliefs system.
The paintings celebrate the subjects’ ethnic  
and economic position and allow the viewer  
to actively connect with the subject beyond  
passively observing the image as a likeness  
of the subject. 
“Robert Koropp (1924-2008): Photographic 
Art” is on exhibit now through October 14  
in the Red Wall Gallery, Lake Ontario Hall.  
The opening reception will be held on 
Thursday, September 8, at 4:30 p.m.
Koropp was a true creative in the field of 
photography. He received a master’s degree in 
chemistry but went on to study photography 
at the Art Center School in Los Angeles and 
realized it was his real passion. He had a 
successful career in advertising with numerous 
high profile clients including Kellogg’s, First 
National Bank, Amoco, Mobil, Honeywell and 
Pentax. With a background in science and 
a desire to experiment, he created multiple 
bodies of work including experimental and 
microphotography, land and cityscape, still 
life and motion images, and much more. 
The artist published several photography 
books and produced limited-edition fine art 
prints for private and corporate collections. 
This exhibition is a selection from a new 
gift to the university, from Daryl Fischer, of 
94 photos produced by her father, Robert 
Koropp, during his five-decade career. 
Other exhibits include:
• Tjukurrpa: Aboriginal Dream Paintings 
Works from the Grand Valley State 
University Permanent Collection is on 
exhibit through December 9 in the Faculty/
Staff Dining Room, Kirkhof Center. This 
selection of Australian Aboriginal paintings 
was created as part of the ceremonies 
celebrating Tjukurrpa or dreamtime.  
• Rudy Pozzatti: The Twelve Labors of 
Hercules is on loan from Illinois State 
University and on exhibit through December 9  
in the West Wall Gallery, Eberhard Center, 
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. This 
suite is the culmination of Pozzatti’s career-
long interest in this mythological subject 
and its relevance to contemporary society.  
All exhibitions are free and open to the public.  
For more information, call the Art Gallery at 
x12563, or visit www.gvsu.edu/artgallery. 
Volunteers needed 
for Day of Caring
Grand Valley 
volunteers are 
needed to lend  
hands during 
United Way’s 
Day of Caring  
on September 9.
Coordinated by 
the Community 
Service Learning 
Center, members 
of the campus 
community 
are invited to 
participate at one 
of three sites, 
detailed below:
Morning 
Projects,  
9 a.m.-noon
• Grounds work at Blanford Nature Center, 
1715 Hillburn Ave., Grand Rapids. Crews 
will be needed to clear viewing areas and 
build platforms along trails for photography 
or trail maintenance. Grand Valley will 
provide gloves and other tools, supplies 
provided by the site. 12 volunteers are needed; 
transportation will be provided to this site. 
• Stuff the Bus at Hillcrest School, 1300 Lyon  
St., Grand Rapids. Volunteers will sort school  
supplies collected through the Stuff the Bus  
project and sort them into boxes for  
distribution to schools. Four volunteers are  
needed. Transportation will not be provided  
to this site. 
Afternoon Project, 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
• Celebration on the Grand, volunteers 
needed to help with registration, event setup/
delivery at Rosa Park Circle and Ahnabawen 
Park in Grand Rapids. 12 volunteers needed; 
transportation will be provided for this site. 
To register, visit www.gvsu.edu/service and 
click on “Day of Caring” in Upcoming Events.
A second United Way project concludes 
this week as school supplies for Grand 
Rapids Public Schools will continue to be 
collected through Wednesday, September 7. 
“Stuff the Bus” collection sites are in the  
Kirkhof Center, Recreation Center and 
Facilities Services on the Allendale Campus,  
and the Bookstore in the DeVos Center  
and 101 Eberhard Center on the Pew  
Grand Rapids Campus.
Vienna operas open  
Fall Arts Celebration 
Audiences at the opening Fall Arts 
Celebration 2011 event will hear unusual 
opera compositions by three composers.
“A Night in Hapsburg Vienna: From the 
Marriage of Figaro to Fidelio as arranged 
for Wind Harmonie,” is set for Monday, 
September 12, at 8 p.m., in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center.
This is a rare opportunity to hear opera 
compositions by Mozart, Beethoven and 
Rossini as they were originally heard in the 
many great noble houses of 18th-century 
Vienna — in woodwind arrangements.
“You will be able to hear these great and 
familiar operas with all the original melodies, 
the duets and trios and finales performed by 
a wind octet — known then as a harmonie 
— with two each of oboes, clarinets, horns 
and bassoons,” said Danny Phipps, professor 
and chair of the Department of Music and 
Dance. “This performance will include rich 
and wonderful arrangements from ‘Marriage 
of Figaro,’ ‘Magic Flute,’ ‘Don Giovanni,’ 
‘Barber of Seville’ and ‘Fidelio,’ all very 
upbeat music, but rarely heard this way 
today. It is going to be really amazing.”
The nearly one-hour performance by Music 
Department faculty will include narration 
and vocal soloists taking audiences through 
the story line of each piece. Phipps said 
that all of these great operas were arranged 
either by the composer or the musicians. 
“If you were an emperor and you 
commissioned an opera for the Imperial 
Theatre, it would only play for about a week, 
maybe 10 days, then it was done,” said Phipps. 
“But the operas got a second life as outdoor 
entertainment by harmonie musicians 
wandering the streets of Vienna or even 
setting the ambiance in the local taverns.”
The concert will be followed by a reception. 
Fall Arts Celebration is made possible, in part, 
through the generosity of sponsors including, 
Ginny Gearhart and the Gearhart Family, 
Liesel and Hank Meijer, Elaine and Larry Shay, 
Judy and Peter Theune, and WOOD Radio.
For details about all Fall Arts Celebration 
events, which will run through December 5, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call x12180.
What’s Ahead
‘Richard and Sally’ by Tim Fisher, on exhibit through 
September 23 in the Art Gallery.
Volunteers help at a 2010 Day 
of Caring work site. Help is 
needed for this year’s event, 
September 9.
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J. Kevin McCurren, executive director 
of the Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation, was interviewed by the Muskegon 
Chronicle for a story about the Entrepreneur 
Research Workshop held in Muskegon.
Michael Moody, Frey Foundation chair at 
the Johnson Center for Philanthropy, was 
interviewed by the Muskegon Chronicle for a 
story about program-related investments.
Troy Farley, director of Career Services, 
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press 
for a story about job skills employers  
are looking for.
Rob Franciosi, professor of English, was 
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press 
for a story about the 10th anniversary 
of the 9/11 terrorists attacks.
Sketches
Annis Water Resources Institute was 
invited to become a partner institute 
with the Great Lakes — Northern Forest 
Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit. The 
CESU provides research, technical assistance 
and education to federal land management, 
environmental and research agencies.
Jerry Scripps, assistant professor of computing 
and information systems, gave a  
presentation, “Exploring the Community Set 
Space,” at the 2011 IEEE/WIC/ACM  
International Conference on Web 
Intelligence in Lyon, France. 
Craig Benjamin, associate professor of history, 
gave the keynote address, “The Conquest of 
Greco-Bactria, the First ‘Event’ in World  
History,” at the World History Association  
Conference at Capital Normal University  
in Beijing, China.
Debbie Morrow, senior librarian, and Chris 
Plouff, assistant professor of engineering, 
gave a presentation, “Embedding 
Lifelong Learning Skills into a First-Year 
Engineering Course through Introduction 
of an Independent Research Project and 
Information Literacy Skills,” at the American 
Society for Engineering Education annual 
conference in Vancouver, British Columbia.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
Art Gallery
Mon., Aug. 29-Fri., Sept. 23
10 a.m-5 p.m.:  GVSU Art Gallery hosts 
“American Cuisine: New Paintings,” by 
Tim Fisher. 1121 PAC. Call x12563 for more 
information. 
General Events
Tues., Sept. 6
Labor Day Recess. No Class.
Noon-12:45 p.m.: Weight Watchers at Work. 
2270 KC and 302E DEV. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/healthwellness for more information. 
7 p.m.: Campus Life Night. FH. Call x12345 for 
more information. 
Wed., Sept. 7 
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: Farmers Market. Parking 
Lot F.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
4 p.m.:  International Faculty and Friends 
hosts Fourth Annual Opening Reception. 
Alumni House. 
6 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts 
Introduction to Rock Climbing. FH. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
Thurs., Sept. 8
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
4:30 p.m.: Opening Reception for “Robert 
Koropp (1924-2008): Photographic Art.” 
Red Gallery, LOH. Call x12563 for more 
information.
5 p.m.: Opening Reception for “American 
Cuisine: New Paintings,” by Tim Fisher. 
1121 PAC. Call x12563 for more informa-
tion. 
Fri., Sept. 9
All Day: Day of Caring. Various sites. Call 
x12468 for more information.
Across Campus
academic year, allowing more classes to learn about sustainable  
agriculture and organic farming. 
“It was great to see the excitement generated around the hoophouse  
building,” said Levi Gardner, manager of SAP. “From liberal studies  
to biology, it’s going to be a place for classes to have fun, learn and  
experience something different.” 
The hoophouse is 30 feet by 72 feet and provides temperatures up to  
10-15 degrees above the outdoor air temperature. It is a collaborative  
effort that includes support from the Farm Club student organization,  
Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies and College of Liberal  
Arts and Sciences.
Farm Club President John DeRuiter said, “It started as a community  
garden, now it’s a community effort.”
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Deans Fred Antczak and Wendy Wenner work in the hoophouse; 
John DeRuiter, president of Farm Club, is at right.
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